


. . 
1 .  

' BOSTON SUNDAY GLOBE Ocrolrrr 9, 1977 

Joanne &!\lrcl)onnld EVS not knuwlng can he peralgzlng. (Photos by I'ctrr Krtlmcrt 

., ..I , 
, . 

. . . . ,  
: . ~ i i t h ~ a r e n t s  *' . are  
:.$omen . . who, gave. up 
their babies for adop- " - 
tion and' now feel a 
&' 

, need to know.' . , 

. . 
I A social worker 
responds:  ' I f  you 
think of the adoptive 
parents, well, what 
does it make them? 
Babysitters?' 



' . :  . . . .  Birthmo . . 1 . . .=.: I.... 

thers and the adoption triangle:. . . 

..,- .- .- 
.-a 

: . . By Otlle McMnnus t . , , and hall of searching on her own - Somc have bccn prompted to speak" ternatives to'current adoption prsctlc- like mo arc unloved or come from un- "~ lna l iy ' l  had to f a n  the lac1 thii' 
: f i  Olohe Stall  1 .  trying to get her hands on agency and up as a result 01, US Department 01 .es, practices which prevent birth- happy homes. 1 wns loved. I came from I'd bccn hurting," she said. "I had to. 
;. :.. t sent out , Chrlst;nss card court r c ~ r d s  - a member of the a d o p  Health, Education and Welfare Sccre- . parents from knowlng much about . g w d  home:' she sald siltlng over n '.!nee the fsct that X muldn't f 0 r g ~ l  n h  . . tlon undergmund provided her with tary Joseph Caiifano's proposal lo pay (adoptive parenu and adoptees and cup of tea in her lmmaculale but cozy . matter how hard I wid." ., . ? .  . 

' t h m  years ago whosqsignilicance was Baibara,s nnv and add-, +-• I 
lost on p n c t l c a l l ~  yeryone but h,cr 

indigent women to bear chlldren to b e . .  adoptive p r e n b  from knowing much kltchen earlier this month. 'The fact of : unburdcnlng herself .to he$; : 
: husband whd # h a r d ,  )jm s m r e ~  The, i "Pmple me not to tell her' sU"C"dcrCd lor adoption an !!baut birthparenu' . . .  Ihe matter is lhnt many tnnaEm are ,husband, whdwan supponivc.shegrad-2 

.: card, • ~ i d w y e d .  yii+hai,ed young that 1 1-d her, that it  be too : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l t ; ~  g r ~ ~ ~ x ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ; ~ ; o ~ ~ ~ t h :  ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ f v c  I*" they a*n~s ualiy began to make contact with othe~! i 
girl cradlin& on inl?nt.in her arms. heavy." Camlyn recalled. "But I sat  birthparents through local members of; 

' proved to be more thnn a rcasonai r e p  there looking a t  her after ail these hnvc psychological or emotional after-,/t ime 01 adoption lo releasing adoption When h e r  boyfriend's paren ts  ndoptas groups like orphan voysgq:, 
oflucls." one blrthmothcr explained., .records once the a d o p t n  has reached 18 icarned 01 the situation, they encour- ,,cadquartered Cedu ~ ~ d ~ ~ ,  C~J~.:.: " ' mentation and just it In .  I 
"bur at I~.ast there can be somc kind of::to open adoption, where an  adoptee aged him to deny patemitp nnd nbso- and ALMA ( ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ l b e ~ ~ ~  M ~ ~ &  ' , '  ' Iyn- I t  served pmnlul.and PCrronal ' had "I1 hrr that if had 

' mourning period or soma kind 01 r e b h  malnuins an  ongoing relationship with, lutcly refused to consider marriage as a mcnl of. ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ . ) ,  headqusrtered 1":; reminder 01 theday qome2Byearsenrli- af ter  her. I would have loved her just lullon. With adoption, the mourning pe. scu of . . .;% . e r  when she,-$t:,therpge 01 16. s u r r ~ n - .  the same." . . , . . polslble solullon. shewas packed off  N~~ york city. s h e  .lu, wrote to tho, 
' 

rl* n e w  en%, because ,y,ou g ~ q j ,  , The only lepislation CUB h;s spot11 ' to A mntcrnity home where, after some ~ ~ ~ 1 i d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l  ,-hat sfftion of ~h~  no^-. . . .derrcl her infantdauihtwld~.dmp~ton:~" Althbugh c'arolyn know." -, ;! .. 3 sored M lu in Mnssachusctu would resistance. she was convlnced s h e  C ] o h  Beria ol ~ctlen Irom3. ' 
" I  don't know i i  I can explaln it.'' that she cannot u k e  the place 01 Barb.- Otl;cn kn pr,,m,,ted lo &l; i m a k e  possible a contlnulng exchangeof should surrcndcr the baby fa r  ndopllQni. binhparenu began to i 

a - adoptive parents, lhat because they know 1h.t them ir. inlormation thmugh'lhe adoption agen- '.' ."Afer I signed the papers, the social to have her letur ~~,.,,,~rd& to:. sbeand heroidcstdaughterwiiibcable in numben. ~ 1 1  but thrn cy regarding. say. ethnic or medical worker told me lo walk.out the d w r  correspondanu exprersd intrr.g ; ., . 
. 

to e=ublish l friendship. A week aft= the.,blrth,,srenu  interview^ for background. and lorget t h a t  lhis had  ever est In getting' tpgelhcr. T h m  womrnJ their initial muting. Barbara* her h ~ s .  .re member. 01 ycarald organl-? Rep. Lois Pines (D-Newton) filed - .happened." she said. "1 walked out lhpt came to the lint CUB meeting , 
and lhdr little bay came concerned u n i t d  B i n h p r e n U ~ ~  the bill, which probably won't make t t  door robbing but I l o l l ~ w d  her advice.,: ,,, held in the basemsnt. T ~ G  lyn" house lor a picnic with her bus- (CUB). which is headquartered hem in Out 01 the l u d i c i a r ~  committee beiore 1 began building brick wall around .church 01 ~h~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ u i ~ t ~  Conception j and three lour Maasachusctu with s h u t  15Omembers. ' the Legirlaturr adfournf l a t e r  this my !if0 and in lome Ways I lived like I in ~~~~~t~~ a .go july. : ,a \ 

Camlyn (not her real name) is just . . <..:q, , yrar..She helpcd redrnlt i t  with s a l e  . Was under anaesthesia. Ideveloped II, 
l;lnncy, .a 31-year.old South Shor% 32-year-01d Cape guards: pmtceiing blrthp.rmts and .certain hardness." - . one of thousands of birthmothers.- a s  ' C o a . ~ ~ ;  who married t o n  banker many women who surrender their chil- adoptive parenu Imm invasloru 01 pri;., :' She told hcr' h u r b m d  nbo& 'the: who lives with her lawyer bus.:* 

dren lor. adoption prefer to be called - rind has lW0 young son" and a vacy. As the blll now sunds ,  adoptive pregnancy before they were married band and four .young  children. wrr= 

ired of liliing in"four" in whd couldn't forget. Until reccntly fob 
the local schwi system' was In-' parents would have to Initiate the con. 'but  Wnmed him that she dldit't wnnt lo. am!Jng 'G ' 

. . ,,.. . . .. . . , $2:  -chlldret; spare on medi. mnny kept knowledge 01 that child to and tact in order for informatton to be 1alk:bout it  again. She nearly succeed- , .The or us just sat and4: , current proident. Although there  are exchanged,, Ed. . . the answer was "five." thcmaelvn. telllng n o  one except a two .and a handful of ,, 

. ... . - tnlked and Calked. It was the l i n t  t i m e i  , close friend or relative or their hus- men expressd ,intercsL . . L& campbell f r n ~ ' ; t  t.k;;cv. : Three 'ye& ago everything =&e. :.l9d rvcr  u l k d  to anyone beer,.*. b bands. Until recently publlc attention CUB'. rncmbership is predominantly er.1 years to p s s  the leglalation. unglud.  She obscrvd that the lnmlly through it: rememben. "lt 
has focused on the problems laced by had level rcsPec- good. I didn't h a v e t o  explain what I!" 
thc adoptive qilrents or by !he ndoptpe. lemaie' lrom the ce'rly Her Own bcglns Yrnn ago ubillty but that the time had comn for  had iikc" . , 20s lo the mid.50n. several a d o ~ t l v c  with the birth of n baby boy. She'd bctn 

an examination i t  
% :3 :?' : is hersa"*1i1e7D.nshehatrme?1s 8.1 1" the past Year many birtil- p m u  and W o p t a  a n  also members in love the *by#‘ father says in*pnsage ‘,!,, sister d,,cided shc happy? Is she even alivc? 

? 
i I mothers have emerged to share their or subscritr tn the nuwsletter. . ' The only child of trrdltlonal Ilomnn i 

Today Carolyn knows somc 01 ihc . side 01 ihe dopt lve  trlnnglc, to embark 
they'd met In  lhc 'Ighth grnde, to keep a child born out 01 wllllork ~ ~ ~ h ~ l i ~  parents who opposed .krtion;: . answcn.Lasl  month rhe and Barbara. on rearchcr lo Iind the chlldrcn who . ~hcorganirnt lon serve1 primarily as rCfaIis- but thcPrcgnanc~ was accidcn- the radio rut ions conlpircd by N~~~~ hmPmc during a sum-:-, n support group lor birthmolhun who (01. , 

. I  her 3l.ycar-old daughter, sat lace to were given awnY. 10 crusade lor  nrr sblc to excllange their playing songs like "Smoke Gets In 'he s p n t  in Europe alter college.:: 
. ; I  fact. in a Springlieid motel room nnd changer in current adoption practires "Many people, including Eunice Your Eyes" whlch were popular at the .. . 

c x ~ c r i e n c a .  CUB has allodi*cu*sd .I. Kennedy Shrlver, maintain that peapie time of her teens80 romancc. BIRTIIMOTHEILS, Page 69 . .'. !i talkcd lor s e v ~ r a i  hours. Alter a year in this country. , *! 
. . F+< ! . '4 --. 
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