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measures to kccp n fnm..y to'*ether : Prmco Gcorgcs ronks accond onIy to

-fail or when a child is in dunger of - ‘Baltimore: County, which has 4,200
Joster’ chlldrcn, in.the number -

!. ‘\-‘f

iy éhmlhlte :my'; ghe doam’t mmd thnt ;
v her dnughterq, aped 6 and: 12, will ;|

Vs

Wr-ni'hn;lm Poat Hinll Wrller 5
¢ e zrapted Gy their foster ;mronts. i;arm at home, But during the firss

4.2 bedainora: than - ybnrhmcc g

‘flo ?iﬁ-yen’r-olq%man Iooﬁs "
' forward /to":a ; picnic soon;:
: *.ith hot snn,.two daughwm o
e § ...hnd afsocial Ewrker: I
hé
¢ hort her gitld nind at-fenst E‘our ,,rears -
" sitga she laat sdtV heér Boy:
“The woman, Charlotte; i3’ rutarded !
~ and unaidte to.care for. hor, chitdron,

. whi have lived with-an; Upper Mari-:

" botp foster family since-§976. " mim
thém. [ hnven't acon thom for so."
lgng, it nin't fumty, anid’' Charlotte}; -
vhose lost nome i3 boing withhold nt
the request bf sacial workess, .

But hm' chlldrcn nro happy. and.,

R I I

8L 3 siop: -

s+ she‘and thn

Slie knows th:» family well, It is one.ix:five months of this year, : the number -

of: fulr‘ {ost2r homes, three of them- - of children in foster care in the coun- -

cewmg COrG. iyt .

 But I.he pmh1cmq in Prmcc,.‘,.l,::

m 1 PrincesGugrye's, in which sha hec-. - ty. incrensed hy: 10 percent over the: .ubenruca gn I:cyoud. 1hﬁ"§f6{v npr
At LA

:hiliiran lived in Scat

"1& =ank:

. "Te:foseer care program hos hccn .
a blessmg for Charlotte and hor (am.
ily, and is becoming a refuge lor an’
“increasing {number- of children in

[ S

Prmcu (‘cou.cs. .' N

lems, ©
Through' May, 118 children were

“directed to foster care by the courls,

which maoke the final Jecision in

" ench case, For 36 of tho children ap

far this year, it was at least tho see:
ond foster home, In ali, ahout 760

", Socinl worlers.insiat fostor caro is ©°" Jchildron currently rcaidu in Prince
a-last resert; used nnly whun olher-- Gcorgen fqatcr homu‘l"‘Murylund.

X gelf. hng. I{Vnd. during. the pest:seven- 2 first five months of 1981; in part as &'t caselond, -
“aincertie agmarated fromber . result of family. stress causes by uz- :mventcen cut of about 40 atnff

Qusiiend, an ..lu.'mnc, with. whom ; “:employment ot ‘other economlc prob- . .poditions in the division of adoptions

and foster care were lost this year
tecauss of funding cuts in federat
programs such as "I'itle XX, which
supplements state money used to
pay for county socinl services. Al
thaugh the, cuta have hust the divi-

aion, foater -home-finding supervisor
" Carol Slemens hapres faur new full-
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.~u,'\-. i,heat your . rhcld Wlmn a mhmlinn to ‘krep, [cluildmn] et of
CBILDBE‘{ me Pngo l e 3 .x...hccrmm strosaful, ‘that’s_when tho fmler care. Onee o family hay broken
hme and two conbract’ pomhons»m- i.family broaks downi?” ROt r.-up it's hord to get them hack togeth
cently puthorized hy. the state will ;57 {n Prince Crorge's,- 1,185 fowr : 5 ef,”snid Paula Horawitz, director of
easy_the workload.. l'hrnughout the. . families recoived wolfaro clmchs this - n iutake scrvices, which refers commu- 4
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" depattment,  social © aervwes !ost n ¥ fised! yenr through the fedaral Aid to”

r’o'.

total of 47 employcs. PR

« In contrast; Montgnmery Cuuuty
has 1244 fewer-staff positions in its -
Sacial Services Department. Five of/ ¢
the cuts were in the 27-member fos- -

ter care division, but the atate has's

,

providéd ‘monoy''to reinstate threo . .:

- Families With Depondent Childron

: payments went to' 8,300 familics,. In- ¢
the same permﬂ the niimber of food ° .

- stamps - ru:lplenla dmpncd from
. i’l 000 to 11,000, Sy
Fainilies evicted fmm !hmr Immea

poaitions,” according -to - Maty - Lou< i,also fook to foster care s the resd-

Hurnay, chiel of child welfare. The ...
division, she anid; should have little ".
difficulty handlmg its foster care. -
‘enseload, which: ‘tatala 682 end hna
decreawed somewhat smco Jnnunry

lromca]ly. while . fower lrlnce
Genrge s workers atrupgle to care for -
‘mote foster childten, the' comnty ©
-faces the prospect of losing stifl moref
federal money- if it cannol rovarse.:
‘the trend and cut its caseload:: Nell £,
'Vincent, director of Prince George's
adoptions and- foster care division,
-gaid all" the: states were instructed-:
‘this year by the federaf Department:

«of Health and Humnn Seevices to re- -
tuce their foster care caselvads by -

30 percent in-stoges ow:r “the next
‘four years, . . p

This. may become an unusuully
diffi cult taak unless the economic cli-
male improves. Vincent said Prince
George's workera are secing more
-cages of severe child abuse ond ne-
jglect which ean be traced to the.de-
terioration of the ceattomy, .

Parental stress triggeced by pro-
Jonged unemployment or the pres
aure of unpaid rent ad hills can
fead to hostite behavior toward a -

~ child, she explnined, ndding, “If you

have a job, youw're nol a4 grone to

" lution,. ot least for the short term.
- Referring to the weokly calls he gots -
-from . parents hoping to place thelr
chﬁdren i faster’ homes, Phil Now.

 cial snevices d{wsmns. mcludmg foy.
4" program (AFDC), Last year, AFDC i ter coro,

. measurey that can improve home it

= hity-ingiiiries to the appropriate 80- 1

© Day care, hnmemnkers services
“and adute cmmsehng are aesn 0y

::untions ond keep children out of fog-§
“ter caro. But in the past year, fundss
for theao services have nlso heen cul. "
"‘When these atteripts fail amla
"children must go inlo foster carel
they go to homes like that of Annﬁ

- l'enner, who became alicensed- !'nu{

v

_.-

PG, workers are seemgf more cases of seve
:zchild abuse’and nogloet which can he traced
“to the detemoratum of the ownomy L

re

'sum lupervisur of emcrgnncy shultur

‘r-l‘ '-'~

services, snids: b
**They see* na,

Wk h

;mnlulwn, to tho: :,

4

ter: mother in 1979 and’ receives cf

*=. atipond of just over $200 per. mnntl{!

for ench child, Five months agd shi’-‘

problem, They can't afford an apait-"¢ and her husband; a Groyhonnd hl-§1

meut They've exhausted thele re-”

saurces. . . . 'They've hit hottom and.

_feel they nre failures, ‘They sce foster

< care a3 the way td keop kidd from

sulfering the conseqpences of heing
in the streels,'>=nzi=m:

But a shortnge of cose workers,
funds and foster parents frequently
prevents foster care workeer Fram
“hondiing such cases, which may nnt
tjualily ng émergencies, e
-+ In pddition, the emyslingis in foster
care fay shitted to establishing n
permanent ‘plan for children when
they lenve home, rather thuns provid-

ing a temporary fespita from parent, |
ing for averburdened adulta, < 0
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-« camhe a 'foster - parent,

“driver, wclcnmed fwo mslcrs, l"huuﬁ
.8, and Erin, 13,7 31

The girls fit n;,ht in with her ty
-sony, oged 3 and 1, Fenner said. “Itt
‘couldn'? he lmttcr. rematked the”

-=District. Heighta resident, adding,.

Lad l

“The second day they wuntecl ] c:tll
~me *Montny,
“To e, it was Jike a chulh‘mm '
yaid Fenner, explaining why she %c-
“I alwnys
wnnlpd gitle and L was anve thoe

~were' some Lirls out thuu whu

needed o honse,” :

Fonnor, . why §y nlnntlhml hum
Cwith hey mniden name to eridure ths
nru"nf" nf her [nsler c‘hvh!ren. un

beem P meve L mm . Lt
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~ Shelters for children dwindle as need grows

: . more social services to hélp children asd
ety An Earhart, distric mmg’ nager
Lot a

oof .DYF? in Somerset County, said

_area does not have enough {oster homes

- *or vesident{al facilities,

| TI7* By JOANBABBAGE -
While facilitles for abandoned and

- abused children are tecoming scarcer,

the need for them Is Increasing and has

== | reached a crisis stage in northwestern
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New Jersey, -
Graitp homes and shelters are at a
Eremlum and there are not encugh loster

_homes, especially for teenagers, accord- -
Ing o social agen :

directors. . - -
They cite the high divorce rate, th

economy and the fact many unmarried -
teenagers are keeping their babies rath-

er than giving them vp for adoptlon as
some of the reasons for the increased
strain on facllitles. .

~ With the ainy of improving juvenile
services, the state Division of Youth and
Family Secvices (DYFS) is conducting a
Foster Care Assessment Program, which
is being funded by both the state and
federal governments. -

Nancy Fritsche, program director,
noted a ﬁ:'oup of 35 volunteers is serving
as a task force and will spend a year
gathering data throughout the state,

“] don't think many people realize 48

per cent of the children in foster homes.

are teenagers,” she sald,

In the 19th Century, she noted, aban-
doned youngsters were placed in
almshouses.

“Then we graduated to foster homes,
which have served as a panacea for
Ksars with the result that many kids have

en drifting without any sense of
ermanency, going from one foster home
canother,” shesaid,

Mrs. Fritsche said DYFS hopes ta set
up a permanent plan, such as adoption,

. = Lack of facilities for teens - .

\

" for each child as quickly as possible and

.also improve the quality of foster care. -

“‘Foster homes wil] always be an op-
> tion, but we need more tralning for foster

-parenis and more financial” help for
em,” she said, notlnf the pay scale is
$145 a month for children aged 5 and
ounger, §155 for those from 610 9, $171
orl0to 14 and §iB8t for I5t0id. ...

" Juvenile problems,.including aban- -

donment and abuse, are so acute in Mor-
ris County that a coalition of social agen-
¢y professianals has formed an advocacy
ﬁrou , Committee. for "the Future of
amttles and Children in Morris County
(CFFC). - - . »

According to chairwoman Susan
Neigher, the group is putting together a
resource directory of services for area
children and their families,

Neigher, senior clinician of Chil-
dren’s Services at St. Clare's Hospital in
Denville, sald she is also working as a
valunteer for the DYFS task force to as-
sess foster care in the northern part of
the state,

“I belleve there is an urgent need for
the establishment of prevenlative serv-
fcesto keegctamllles together,” shesaid.

Joan Schroeder, director of Morris
County DYFS, said the Jocal agency tries
to find relatives, friends or teachers who
will provide a temporary heme for aban-
doned or abused youngsters.

L I I

iscaled parcarly scute

" %o don't have encugh foster homes
- for teenagers, and only one residential

group home, Plald House, which has fa- -

cllities for 24 girls.” -

«  James’ ennmegé‘d'lreclor' of thel

Morris County Youth Shelter, a Juveniles
in Need of Supervision (JINSE facility,
"sald be belleves there {s a great noed
- residential facilities for teenagers.

youngsters at a time, We cannot kéep up
with the need. Many kids are staying
here .longer than they should because

. there is no place for them to go, which Is
outrageous,” he commented,

' arjorie Schaerer, director of the
Morris County Children's Shelter, sald
that home's capacity is 15,

“The shelter is okay on an emergen-
basis, but our goal i3 permanent
B acement for children. With the federal
udget cuts, it is difficult to provide care,
We do the best we can,” she said,
» » ]

Joseph Clecone, director of DYFS in
Sussex County, sald aithough foster
homes are avallable for small children in
fis nrea, the problem is that there are not
enou%faci] ties for teenagers,

“When kids get in trouble, very often
thelir familles don't wani them. We de not
have encugh fester care and no shelter
for teenagers,” he said, noting the coun-
ty's rapid growth has created a need for

for:
““We can only accommodate >10_

t

that the need Is i ’ L
:“If foster parents are willing to take.

teenagers — and most of them are tiot ~

we tend to overload them,” she said.

.. Yicki Gurski, director of the county’s ~
- JINS shelter, said the pﬂvately-fnnzd .

facility is able to accomtnodate a Iu“;

abandoned youngsters, .- ISR

- “We lke to have y'o'unﬁtm stay
with relatives whenever passible. Foster

- homes area lastresort,” shesaid. - .

Jean Menges, director of DYFS ia
Warren County, said she Is optimistic,

- despite the fact that foster care [s needed

for children of all ages in her area, as-

-well as a residential home for teenagers. °
“We have started an education pro-. -

E:lm for young mothers and fathers to

nrmthanhowtobe?ood nts, Our
goal is to try to keep families togethey
whenever possible,” she said. I

“We have begun preventative pro-

- grams for ve l{cmﬂg parents so0

will understan
We keep looking for new ways lo do
things. That {3 what keeps mie going.
There i3 a lot of -work to be done,” she
acknowledged, i

Cynthia Parks, DYFS director in
Hunterdon County, noted she has been
lucky in placin abandoned and abused
youngsers In foster care, adding the
county has & JINS shelter with a few:
beds avallable for abandoned
adolescents,

SUNDAY 11 AM TO 5 PM/MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 930 AM ™~

- .| s~

™ U A,

-

Y
\

pite the fact ~ -

.!v.-,"

e basics of child gfe’f '

i

‘
1

T U QI P




U

are

TR 5 Loty v P

R s

tunded, with some ol the

izens Are
ster C
/«/c;sré‘ 2 CaeC

Y, JULY 22, 1981
d Cit

ESDA

ptof Fo

~

.

2
2
2
9
=

d youths come trom homes where there are lamily problems.

1

hester Group Home, which Is largely government

Courts, the Congress an
he Conce

THE NEW YORK TI

residents. The 14 1o 18-year-o

ning t

fi

t

R e .. ) ...fﬂu.mn.w -...P,.Vﬂ. .
: A, wd TETek Fae fit e -

TLEN
™

Timothy Flanell, supervisor of the Roc

de

gl IR
SEgRtE S

.

Re































	00709.tif
	00710.tif
	00711.tif
	00712.tif
	00713.tif
	00714.tif
	00715.tif
	00716.tif
	00717.tif
	00718.tif
	00719.tif
	00720.tif
	00721.tif
	00722.tif

